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June 14: Contra leaders said they needed more weapons and ammunition from the US to strengthen
their position in negotiations with the Sandinista government. After meeting the contras, Secretary
of State George Shultz asserted that the Nicaraguan authorities had reneged on their promises to
create democracy and harassed the contra negotiators in Managua last week. June 15: President
Reagan and Secretary of State Shultz met with about 20 members of Congress who favor contra
aid. White House spokesperson Marlin Fitzwater said there appeared to be a consensus that "we
needed to develop some kind of proposal" to help the contras. White House officials said they do
not count enough votes in Congress to ensure approval of more contra aid. June 16: Asst. Secretary
of State Elliott Abrams and national security adviser Lt. Gen. Colin Powell told contra leaders that
they would soon ask Congress to provide them with additional aid. Chief contra negotiator in
peace talks with Managua, Alfredo Cesar, said the contents of the new aid proposal had not yet
been decided. At a news conference in Washington, Cesar said the administration would seek a
"bipartisan consensus." According to Cesar, the contras have expressed their belief that they should
receive weapons, but that the administration had not made a commitment on this issue. (Basic data
from several sources, including New York Times)
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